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Social Movement for Deinstitutionalization of Disabled
People in Korea, 2005-2021

Focusing on the Activities of ‘Disability and Humanrights in Action’

Lee, Sang-Jic

Associate Research Fellow, National Assembly Futures Institute

This study attempts to present the history of the deinstitutionalization
movement in Korea by focusing on the activities of Disability and Humanrights in
Action (Disability Action), which was established in 2005 with the central goal to
realize the deinstitutionalization of disabled people. To this end, this study
summarizes the content and meaning of the group’s activities in the context of
deinstitutionalization movement based on interviews with 11 former and current
activists of the group. The deinstitutionalization movement began during the
transitional period from the early to mid-2000s when the existing movement for
the disabled became institutionalized and a new movement by the severely
disabled emerged at the same time. In the mid-2000s, the network of disability
movement activists and experts, which had formed with the Research Institute of
the Differently Abled People Rights (Institute) at the center, branched off from the
Institute and created a new wave oriented towards deinstitutionalization agenda.
This wave merged with the network of the progressive disability movement in the
mid to late 2000s, changing the policy paradigm at the local government level to a

certain extent. Then, the deinstitutionalization agenda became a core agenda of the

186 7|9t MY 20223 HSS(EH 473)



disability movement from the mid-2010s as it met a growing recognition that
confinement of people in the institution were state violence and a growing
network that the independent living movement had made. In the 2020s, the
deinstitutionalization agenda has now became an issue debated in the National
Assembly and by the central government. Throughout this historical process,
Disability Action brought together the changing contexts and agendas to induce

major changes in the disability movement.

W Keywords: Disability Rights Movement, De-institutionalization, Disability

and Humanrights in Action, Centers for Independent Living, Solidarity

against Disability Discrimination
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