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The Human Rights of People Who Have Crossed
Borders and the Human Rights Sensitivity of Literature

Focusing on Children and Adolescent Literature

Kim Kyungmin

Gyeongsang National University

Today’s human rights are based on citizenship, not the concept of natural rights,
so they have exclusive and limited properties that prevent them from being
properly guaranteed to those who have moved across borders, such as North
Korean defectors, migrant workers, and refugees. What is just as important as the
guarantee of human rights based on law and politics is to recognize people who
have crossed borders as equal human beings, which requires the cultivation of
human rights sensitivity. Literature helps readers to understand others by
immersing them in the lives and emotions of others and, thus, is a good medium
for developing such human rights sensitivity. Therefore, it is important to examine
whether literary texts are properly equipped with human rights sensitivity,
especially in the case of literary works read by children and adolescents, who are
in their formative ages for developing human rights sensitivity.

Many of the children's and adolescents' literature centering on people who have
crossed borders follow the plot of coming-of-age novels like other children's and ado-
lescents' literature, but the problem is that in many of these works, this ‘coming-
of-age’ or personal growth is unilaterally required only for people who have crossed
borders. In other words, people who have crossed borders are defined as being deficient
and immature because they have not adapted to Korean society, while the Korean chil-

dren and adolescents who they must live with are not required to grow or change. In
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addition, conflicts that inevitably occur as people of various cultural identities try to
coexist are omitted from or minimized in the narratives, and the conflicts that are de-
picted in the narratives are easily resolved by a third-person without sufficiently show-
ing the need for such conflict and the value of democracy that could be learned in the

process.

M Keywords: Human Rights, Human Rights Sensitivity, North Korean

Defectors, Migrant Workers, Refugees, Children's and Adolescents' Literature
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