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Abstract

The Korea-US Relation and Political Crisis in the Late
Yushin Regime Representation

The International Context and Character of the Busan-Masan Protests

Ji, Joo-Hyoung

Kyungnam University

This article examines how the Korea-US relation contributed to
Busan-Masan Protests and the collapse of the Park Chung Hee’s Yushin
regime in 1979 by answering the following questions: (1) what were the
effects of the Korea-US summit on the Park regime?; (2) what were the
effects of the summit on the opposition?; and (3) how did the Korea-US
relation affect the political crisis of 19797 I criticize the one-sidedness of
the existing interpretations on the state of the Korea-US relation and
political status of the Park regime after the summit, pointing to the
double-sidedness of the relation. Behind the clash between the Park
regime and the opposition in late 1979 was a doubled-sided policy of the
US, which approved Park through the summit and the cancellation of US
troops withdrawal while supporting the opposition through human rights
policy. This led to the adoption of a hard-line stance in both the
government and opposition, which resulted in a political crisis running
from the YH Trading incident, Kim Young Sam, the opposition leader’s
expulsion from the National Assembly through Busan-Masan Protests. In
this sense, it can be said that, though it occurred in the context of US

human rights policy, Busan-Masan Protests were protests against the
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international order dominated by the United States that approved and
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supported the Park regime.
m Keyword: Busan-Masan Protests, Korea-United States Relation, Park

Chung Hee, Kim Young Sam, Jimmy Carter
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