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The Busan-Masan Uprising, the Area under the Control of
Urban Lower Groups

A Study on the Actors and Characteristics of the Busan-Masan Uprising

Lim, Mi Ri

Professor of Research, Korea University

This study investigates the actors and characteristics of the Busan-Masan
Uprising with the aim to identify the reasons why the Uprising cannot be
integrated into the larger stream of democratic or popular movements and
understand the political meaning of the Busan-Masan Uprising for the urban
lower groups.

The Busan-Masan Uprising began with daytime protests by students, but the
night protests were led by the urban lower groups. The students did not have
the leadership to lead the demonstrators, and the anger of the urban lower
groups was the sole energy driving the Uprising. The urban lower groups’
actions in night-time demonstrations were made possible as they were the new
leading actors of justice in the protest space absent of its existing hierarchy and
order,

The urban lower groups participated in night-time demonstrations not
because they opposed to a specific political power but because of their anger
against the state power or power in general, Their participation in the
demonstrations did not have a specific goal; the meaning lay in the act of
demonstrating itself. For them, violence was meaningful as a just action and a
pleasant play, and as the only language that could make them visible.

Although the students initiated the Busan-Masan Uprising, the night demon-

184 7|3 MU 20214 0IES(SH 443)



www.kdemo.orkr

strations were not an extension of the students’ demonstrations, For the urban
lower groups who were not a part of the people or citizens and whose purpose
lay in the protest space itself, the demonstrations were not a democratic or
popular movement, The Busan-Masan Uprising constituted a time and space
where the urban lower groups, who were ignored and discriminated against not
only by public power and dictatorships but also by the whole society, made

themselves visible through violence and let the world know of their anger.

B Keywords: The Busan-Masan Uprising, Urban Lower Group, Violent

Demonstrations, Night Demonstrations, Violence on the Abstract Front,
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