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The Women's International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan's
Military Sexual Slavery in 2000

Its Achievements and Challenges

Lee, Na-young

Professor, Chung-Ang University

This article examines the background, progress, and issues of the 2000
Women's International War Crimes Tribunal, which brought together the
victims, support groups, and women citizens around the world to hold the
perpetrators legally responsible for the war crimes they have committed, The
1990s brought a change in the global norms of women's rights and an increased
sensitivity to wartime sexual violence. This period also witnessed the growth of
Korean women's movements along with democratization movements, the
introduction of laws and institutions for the punishment of sexual violence, and
a more active role taken by the victims of wartime sexual violence, and the
expansion of international solidarity., These developments led to the
establishment of the nature of the Japanese military “comfort women” and the
principles for resolving these issues by the international community, such as the
United Nations, Nevertheless, Japan did not acknowledged the war crimes
committed against women and denied its legal responsibility. Against this
situation, women around the world rose up to form the 2000 Women's
International War Crimes Tribunal to stand against the imperialist international
law, which did not treat the “comfort women” issue as a war crime,

The significance of the 2000 Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal are

as follows, First, the women of North and South Korea formed a solidarity that
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crossed the barriers of national division and ideology. Second, the Tribunal
provided a space for the victims’ voices and actions challenging the universality
and normativity of male-centered, colonialist, and imperialistic laws as well as
the customs on sexual relations in a patriarchal society to be seen and heard.
Third, the Tribunal presented the women’s perspective on what constitutes the
‘proper punishment' to end the international practice of giving immunity for war
crimes, which later affected the international community in various ways, At a
time when historical denialism in the academia is rising as a problem
worldwide, what the 2000 Women'’s International War Crimes Tribunal teaches
us today is the need to remind ourselves that resolving the issues surrounding

the Japanese military’s sexual slavery remains as a pending task.,

B Keywords: The Women's International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan's
Military Sexual Slavery in 2000, Japanese Military Sexual Slavery, ‘Comfort

Women,” Transnational women’s movement, Legal responsibility and immunity
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