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Abstract

The Vietnam War and Gender Ideology of Media
Representation

focused on Sunday Seoul and Yeo Won between 1964 and 1973

Lee, Jin Sun
Sungkonghoe University

This paper analyzes the reemergence of media in the Vietnam War,
which is an ideological device that has made sustainable the Vietnam
invasion. Particularly, I will look at magazines such as "Sunday Seoul"
and "YeoWon", which are popular magazines that the public can easily
see in daily life.

Through the two magazines, the memory of the Vietnam War
reproduces the gender ideology of the dichotomous composition of
femininity/masculinity. In the 1960s and 1970s, Korean society
mobilized Korean women and Vietnamese women to operate ideologies
such as patriarchy, militarism, developmentalism, and anti-communism,
among which women were located. The media constantly created
discourses such as ‘maternal love’ and ‘good motherhood’ to justify the
Vietnam dispatch. And imply letters and concert performances for
soldiers as important signs of comfort and morale for soldiers.

Vietnamese women are seen to be mixed in both 'gender' and 'racial'
perspectives, and on the other hand, images of pure South Vietnamese

women and Viet Cong women are ambivalently mixed. In order to reveal

the 'evil of the Viet Cong' in the composition of 'Evil=Viet Cong,
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Justice=Korean troops', a Vietnamese woman is mobilized, or in other
respects, it is represented as a 'cheerleader' of the Korean army. Romance
and marriage with Korean soldiers and Vietnamese women often
appeared in the media, which was a great way to strengthen the image of
Korean soldiers as ‘saviors’ and ‘guardians’ of Vietnamese women.
Korean soldiers show the desire of class ascension distinguished from the
Vietnamese, and the desire of orientalism in Asia to dominate the women,

making Vietnam and Vietnam women a colony in Korea.

Vietnam War, Gender Ideology, Media Representation, Sunday
Seoul, YeolWon
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