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Abstract

Jeju 2nd Airport and Democracy

a Commons perspective

Jang, Hun-Gyo _Jeju National University, Researcher

Seo, Young-Pyo _Jeju National University, Professor

The plan of Jeju 2nd Airport was pushed through the process of
de-democratization. Jeju provincial government has used a ‘democrati-
cally irresponsible strategy’ to separate itself from the conflict, and the
central government has utilized undemocratically set procedures, which
blocked fellow citizens and local residents’ opinions. While the local
residents and citizens’ sayings through democratic procedure were
narrowed down, the experts’ power has been ceaselessly strengthened. It
would be arguable that the conventional idea supposing that an airport
should be one of public goods has been a theoretical and political ground
of those practices. In terms of public goods, the state has a exclusive
power of planning and fulfilling. This was a negative legacy of military
dictatorship, and neo-liberalism as a paradigm of economic rationality
has maintained it even after democratization. Against it, this paper would
argue that infrastructure including airport could be interpreted as mixed
goods that exists as a heterogeneous complex consisting of multiple
functions. This new interpretation might help us think of a different

paradigm of infrastructure: we can see airport as having elements of

common-pool resources that is difficult to operate properly without
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fellow citizens’ democratic participation. Viewing airport as a
common-pool resources can give us an opportunity to expand the fellow
citizens’ capacity to democratically intervene into planning, building, and

managing of airport.

m Keyword: Jeju 2nd Airport, Infrastructure, Common-Pool Resources,

De-democratization, Commonification of Public Goods
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