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Abstract

The Internet Usage of SEALDs(Students Emergency
Action for Liberal Democracy-s)
and Its Implications for Japanese Society

Rhee, Wonkyung

Sophia University, Postdoctoral Fellow

This research examines the usage of Internet and social media by a
student activist organization named as Students Emergency Action for
Liberal Democracy-s(SEALDs.) It protested against prime minister
Shinzo Abe’s right-wing cabinet and its controversial security-related
bills that would allow the Japan Self-Defense Forces to be deployed
overseas. SEALDs members and supporters were gathered in front of the
National Diet of Japan in the end of August 2015, and the size of the
crowd estimated over 100,000.

One of the reasons that SEALDs could mobilize a large number of
students was the effective use of Internet. Japanese young people are
reluctant to show their political opinions in everyday life, but express
rather freely through articles on their websites and Twitter. SEALDs
produced eye-catching brochures and stylish videos, distributed them
through social networks, and finally concentrated people who set political
agendas. Also, SEALDs members communicated based on social media
which enabled the organization to operate at low cost and easily shared

digital data that can be used during their activities. Even SEALDs

disbanded on August 2016, it influenced to transform Japanese social
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movement and cyber culture.

m Keyword: Japan, Social Movement, Internet, Peace Constitute, Japanese
Military Legislation

£11:2018/10/01  4lAk 2018/10/12 &b 2018/11/11

2ek=F | 2B O|C|0IE 22 LR AlE2S A2t 1 2l9 335



