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Abstract

Urban Community-building Projects and Women

The Dilemma of Publicness and Gendered Care

Kim, Young Jeong

Seoul Foundation of Women & Family

As community-building projects aimed at promoting close relation-
ships within the neighborhoods have emerged as an alternative to
urbanization, Seoul Metropolitan Government has promoted and
supported small community-building projects called Maeul Gongdong-
che. In fact, women, especially middle-aged full-time housewives,
conduct absolute majority of these activities. However, gender issues and
women’s roles in Maeul Gondogche projects have barely analyzed. The
paper aims to explore the relationship between a Maeul Gongdongche
and women within the frame of care and publicness — the integration of
care into public life. Through the analysis of three local communities of
women in Seoul, the study found the tendency of women to expend their
interests and activities from their home to the local (and even the global
issues). The paper suggests the ways in which policies could address
gender-sensitive and inclusive community-building projects and empower

women as the leaders/initiators of local networks.

Publicness, Care, Gender, Women’s Empowerment, Communi-
ty Support Program
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