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“Non-Macho” Nerds and Transgender Programmers’
‘Sense of Belonging’

How Do Masculinities Work in the IT Field?

Yoon, Sumin _Department of Physics and Astronomy, Seoul National University
Leem, So Yeon _College of General Education, Dong-A University

This study pays attention to the relatively high ratio of transgender
programmers in the male-dominated Information Technology (IT) field and the
existence of a presumably ‘transgender-friendly’ subculture among programmers.
The subset and subculture favorable to transgender programmers seem
incompatible with existing studies that find the IT field to be exclusive and
discriminatory to against women and LGBTQ people. Based on interviews with
transgender programmers in the IT industry, this study analyzes their real-life
experiences to understand how they build a ‘sense of belonging’ in an IT field full
of ‘nerdy men,” while revealing how limited their sense of belonging is at the same
time. Unlike previous studies on transgender people, this study focuses on their
sense of belonging rather than the discrimination and hatred they face to uncover
the mechanisms working behind nerd masculinities based on gendered hierarchies

specific to the IT field.

M Keywords: Transgender, Nerd, Information Technology, Masculinity,

Programming Culture
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