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Political Repression as Reflected in Suspicious Deaths

Hong, Sung-Tai

Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Korea University

This study empirically examines the structure of political repression reflected in
suspicious deaths that had occurred in Korea for almost 30 years. Eighty-one (81)
final decisions made on suspicious deaths contained in the comprehensive report
published by the Presidential Truth Commission on Suspicious Deaths were
analyzed and reconstructed in terms of the following aspects. First, the basic
characteristics of the suspicious deaths, such as the period in which the deaths
occurred and the victims’ ages and occupations, were identified. Second, the
suspicious deaths were reorganized with a focus on their relevance of the
democratization movement to review the issues surrounding how the final
decisions position those deaths. Finally, the structure of political repression
reflected in suspicious deaths were examined in terms of the actors of political
repression, the methods they used, and their political irresponsibility, focusing on
the multilayeredness and diversity of the powers illegally exerted by public

authorities.

M Keywords: Suspicious Deaths, Political Repression, Democratization
Movement, Public Authority, Presidential Truth Commission on Suspicious

Deaths
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