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Abstract

The Career Paths of High School Student Movement
Participants

The Formation of a Collective Identity and its Impacts

Jeon, Nu-ri
Chung-Ang University, Ph.D. Course

This study examines the process through which the participants of
high school student movements, which had taken place from the
mid-1980s to the mid-1990s in Korea, chose their career paths after
graduating from high school and how the collective identity of the
student movements had impacted their choices. Under the repression
of formal school education, a group of middle and high school
students formed a collective identity characterized by the desire for
social transformation and strong minjung-orientation under the
direct and indirect influence of the social movement which had
been ongoing at the time. In particular, their self-awareness as
transformative actors for the people and the prospects of social
transformation had opened their eyes to a variety of career paths
other than entering university, the path most valued and recognized
by Korean society, such as participating in the labor movement and
supporting and leading high school student movements. Based on the
analysis of the career paths chosen by high school student movement
participants, this study concludes as follows. First, isolated
generational discourses should be treated with caution as the

political consciousness of a generation forms under the mutual
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influence between generations. Second, it is necessary to understand
social movements as being mutually interactive. Lastly, the outcomes
of a particular social movement should be understood more broadly,
not only in terms of the political goals pursued by the movement but

also in terms of its impacts on the life courses of the participants.

B Keywords: High School Student Movement, Social Transformation,
Minjung Movement, Political Socialization, Career Path
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