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A Reading of Song Yeong’s Hosinsool and its Use of
Dramatic Techniques in the Portrayal of the Labor
Conditions in Colonial Korea

Kim Namseok

Pukyong National University, Professor

Hosinsool, an original play written by Song Yeong, is a dramatic
work based on the realities of the labor conditions in 1930’s colonial
Korea. Studies on Hosinsoo! have so far focused on the play’s
comedic portrayals of harsh realities using techniques of satire and
exaggeration; however, this paper underscores how Hosinsoo!
dynamically exposes the workers' struggles in colonial Korea. To
portray the hidden conflicts and struggles between the capitalists
and the workers, Song Yeong used various techniques with finesse
to richly trace and properly shape the situations surrounding the
labor strikes and their consequences on stage. This study examines
the reality of colonial Korea described in Hosinsool and Song
Yeong's message to his audience by making connections to the
historical background of colonial Korea, explicitly concerning the
real working environments and cases of labor strikes at textile

factories during the period.

W Keywords: Song Yeong, Hosinsool, Capitalists, Workers, Labor Disputes
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