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Abstract

June Democracy Uprising and Literary
Democratization

Historical Awareness before and after De-prohibition and Literary

Theory after June Democracy Uprising

Heo, Min
Sungkyunkwan University, Ph.D. Course

The purpose of this study is understanding the character of
‘De-prohibition (1988) in the historical and cultural history context of
literary democratization’. ‘Literary democratization' refers to both
deregulation on systematic level and expansion of awareness,
sentiment, and expectation horizon toward literature. Specifically, the
former can be represented as de-prohibition and abolition of
censorship, liberalization of publication, republication of literary
magazines, and so on and the latter refers to the possibility of
revolution which can be discovered in forms and contents of novels.
Of course, the systematic achievement of ‘literary democratization’
became the basis of liberation and expansion on forms and contents
of novels. In that sense, De-prohibition was the occasion that revived
banned works and writers and an incident which reminded of the fact
that rebellious political character of literature encompassed in banned
books has to be secured again. De-prohibition was the measure with
middle-class traits reflecting conversion of historical awareness toward
the dissolution of the Cold War ideology, North Korea, and the issue

of Korean unification, transformation of political landscape on the
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Korean Peninsula, and so on. However, De-prohibition could not be a
sufficient condition for recovery of history and literature. In other
words, limitations did exist. Nonetheless, literary people of the time
carried out discourse-theoretical practices aiming for signification by
having this transformation occasion as the conversion of actual
literary landscape and access to a new stage. That is none other than
the literary theory after the June Democratic Uprising. The literary
theory after the June Democratic Uprising was a conscious argument
and discussion of the literary circle of the time which tried to regard
the systematic accomplishment of literary democratization as the
opportunity of revolution of novels and reorganization of literary
world. In that sense, this study tried to capture the point where
De-prohibition is connected to ‘the literary theory after the June
Democratic Uprising’. This is to clarify that this study explored the
middle-class character of ‘after the June Democracy Uprising’ and the
reorganization aspect of the literary world which had been pursued in

that process.

W Keywords: June Democracy Uprising, The 1987 Great Labour Struggle,
De-prohibition, Literary Democratization, Literary Theory after June
Democracy Uprising
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