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Abstract

The Historical Trajectory of the Korean Housing
Movement in the 1980s and the Paradox of the
Normalization of Home Ownership

Kim, Myeongsoo

Seoul National University, Visiting Researcher

This paper examines how the distribution conflict which arose from
Korea’s housing problem in the late 1980s led to the paradoxical
outcome of the normalization of home ownership. The time frame
from 1987 to 1992 is defined as the ‘critical juncture’ in which such
changes occurred, and the process through which home ownership
was normalized is closely traced with a focus on the political dynamics
surrounding the demands for housing. In particular, this study argues
that home ownership-dependent private livelihood became the
dominant lifestyle of the urbanites as a result of the ‘ownership-based
compromise,” which culminated the historical changes that can be
summarized as the dual transition of the housing movement, i.e., the
primary transition which differentiated the housing rights movement
and the property rights movement and the secondary transition which
converged the two movements into the homeownership movement.
This article points out that these changes not only inhibited the
development of housing rights but also led to the spread of privatistic
lifestyles, which produced negative social effects.

B Keywords: Housing Problems of the 1980s, Housing Movement,
Property Rights, Housing Right, Normalization of Home Ownership
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