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Abstract

Korean Christian workers and the Labor Movement in
the 1980s

The Formation and Roles of the Korea Federation of Christian
Workers(KFCW)

Park, Chul
The Academy of Korean Studies, Ph. D. Course

This study is an analysis of the Korean Federation of Christian
Workers (KFCW) developed since the 1980s, unlike the Urban
Industrial Missions (UIM) which led the Christian labor movement in
the 1960s and 1970s. The factors that influenced the development
and activities of the KFCW, the process of organizational formation
and their role in the 1980s labor movement was discussed. KFCW was
formed by the necessity of a new labor movement utilizing church
resources while the democratic unions that were related to UIM were
destroyed in the 1970s, and UIM also suffered from national
repression. They were an autonomous organization, lead by regular
laborers who were church goers and not student activists or pastors
or staff of UIM. KFCW conducted open and legitimate activities under
the Christian umbrella, and practiced political struggles, union
support, and solidarity movements. They played an important role in
opening the way to the labor movement by organizing meetings in
churches where laborers could gather especially when public
assembly was forbidden in the 1980s. However, conflict between the

UIM and the pastors of the Minjung Church, and poor resources etc
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hindered their activities. This study is meaningful in that it shows the
role of the KFCW and expands the democratic and labour movement

in Korea by discovering new historical facts.

B Keywords: Christian Workers, Labor Movement, Legitimacy, Urban
Industrial Missions(UIM), Korean Federation of Christian Workers(KFCW)

£11:2019/09/30 #A+:2019/10/16 &Pd:2019/11/09

et == | 1980 o= 7ISSARt SRS 227



