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Abstract

Gwangju Uprising from the Viewpoint of Social Drama

Kang, In-cheol
Hanshin University, Professor

This article demonstrates the first attempt to analyze the Gwangju
uprising utilizing the concept of social drama developed by Victor
Turner. When approaching from the viewpoint of social drama, the
Gwangju uprising presents a unique case in four respects. First, the
first ‘breach’ occurred not from the bottom but the top, that is, the
first breach was made when the new military regime extended the
martial law nation-wide against the people’s strong demand for
democratization. Second, the ‘redressive’ measures came from both
the top (the military) and the bottom (Gwangju citizens), in other
words, the two opposing sides took turns in appearing as the ‘agents
of redress’ at different times during the uprising. Third, the
redressive measures attempted by the military government and the
citizens continued to fail, leading to multiple repetitions of the
‘regression from redress to crisis. Fourth, the fourth stage in the
social drama of the Gwangju uprising at the time in 1980 was closer
to a ‘schism’ of the existing system, failing in the ‘reintegration’ into
the existing order. Moreover, this final stage in the social drama of
Gwangju continued in a state of schism for over 20 years before it

could be concluded in the course of ‘reintegration.’

B Keywords: Social Drama, Victor Turner, May 18th Uprising, Gwangju
Uprising (Gwangju Democratization Movement), Liminality, Communitas
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