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In general, it is well known that T. G. Masaryk was a fighter for independence 

of Czechoslovakia and a president in czechoslovakia•s first republic(1918-1935), 

but is not known for his political and democratic ideology based on his political 

activities which has had a significant impact on the politics of Czech(oslovakia). 

Although he didn•t left a great philosophical achievement, he was a practical 

philosopher who believed that philosophy, especially practical philosophy have 

to be concerned to cure the social diseases and ultimately to change the world. 

Therefore, for understanding his thought on democracy and re-evaluating it 

by present viewpoint, it is necessary to examine on which foundations his thought 

of �G�Gdemocracy was established. 

In this paper, firstly it would be discussed the philosophical foundations 

on which Masaryk•s political and democratic ideology stands, then analyzed 

how such a political and democratic ideology was reflected in real political 

life during his presidential term of 17 years. And finally, it will be reassessed 

his thought of democracy contrasting him as a political thinker with as a politician. 

And in the last analysis, although it should be received high praise on his 

great role for foundation of state and contribution to development of democracy, 
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it can not be denied that there was a clear discrepancy between his role as 

a thinker and actual behaviour as a real politician.

■ �.�H�\���:�R�U�G�V�� Masaryk, Island of Democracy, Czechoslovakia, Apolitical Politics, 

Humanity
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