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Abstract

Social Movements and Political Dynamics in Oversea
Korean Communities

Focusing on the Activities of the 416 Candlelights JKT in Indonesia

Fom, Eunhui
SNU, Research Fellow

Park, Junyoung
SNU, Graduate Student

From the end of 2016 to early 2017, fierce candlelight protests
demanding previous President Park Geun-hye’s impeachment were
held not only throughout South Korea but also overseas by Koreans
around the world. This study focuses on the participation of the
overseas Koreans in Indonesia in this international wave of
candlelight protests. In particular, this study analyzes the context
which ignited these overseas Koreans' political participation and
their formation of the overseas Korean social movement group, the
‘416 Candlelights JKT, after the impeachment of President Park
Geun-hye to engage in activities related to various social and
political issues. This study aims to explain how this overseas Korean
grassroots group, which had been organized to be a part of Korea’s
candlelight protests, came to exert global citizenship and to
elaborate on the implication of their activities as a global Korean
social movement. To this end, the formation and development of the

416 Candlelights JKT are described and analyzed in five phases, and
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the significance and limitations of their activities were interpreted in
terms of ‘long-distance Nationalism,” ‘pre-experiencing the Reunification

of the Two Koreas, and ‘practicing Cosmopolitianism.’

W Keywords: 416CandlelightsJKT, Overseas Koreans, Social Movement,
Long—distance Nationalism, Cosmopolitanism
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