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Abstract

A Study on the Two Fronts of the Candlelight Vigils in
2016-2017

Lim, Mi Ri

Institute of Political Economy, Pnyx, Research Fellow

Considering that candlelight vigils are not only nonviolent but also
law-abiding, this study seeks to understand the background and
influence of this nature of the candlelight vigils held from 2016 to
2017 in terms of their physical and abstract fronts. Nonviolent and
law-abiding candlelight vigils were possible due to the institutionalization
of resistance movements and the changes in the fronts caused by the
fissures in the ruling party. Specifically, on the physical front, public
authorities restrained or retracted themselves under the divided
ruling party, while the violent heat of the crowd dissipated on the
abstract front as the enemy dissipated from visibility, leaving only
Park Geun-hye in sight. The nonviolence and law-abidance of the
candlelight vigils eliminated the distinction between the physical and
abstract fronts, transforming the protests into a festival. But, at the
same time, this transformation silenced the voices of the protestors
who had come to fight with their lives and ostracized the
non-citizens from the grounds, reserving the space only for the
citizens. However, the 2016-2017 candlelight vigils also presented
new possibilities. The feminist front, which had gained increased
visibility due to the controversy over misogyny, had caused a crack

in unified order but also proved that groups with different agendas
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could join forces together. Moreover, although the space occupied
and reserved for the citizens participating in the candlelight vigils
excluded the fragmented urban lower class, the vigils also opened a
window for them to join the forces by demonstrating the coexistence

of various fronts.

W Keywords: The Candlelight Vigils in 2016~2017, Physical Front, Abstract
Front, Controversy over Misogyny, Urban Lower Group.
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