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Korean Independent Documentary Film in Democracy

June Democracy Movement

Lee, Seung-Min

Yong-In University

Korean Independent documentary film cannot be mentioned without
democratization of Korea. It was caused by democratic movement and
has resulted in democratic progress. When it began to emerge in Korea,
mass media was fully controlled by dictators and they took advantage of
the press for their deceptive ruling system. So, Korean Independent
documentary film was one of few option to document truth and criticize
the dictatorship in place of mass media. | can divide Korean Independent
documentary film into three periods. Firstly, “Age of enlightenment” is
for 1980’ s dictatorship of Jun, Doo Hwan and Noh, Tae Woo. Secondly,
“Age of introspection” is for 2000’ s democracy by Kim, Dae Joong and
Noh, Moo Hyun. Finaly, “Aesthetic age” isfor 2010's - so called - Neo
liberalism of Lee, Myung Bak and Park, Gun Hye. In this paper, three
films covered “Democracy resistance of June® were introduced to
analyze “Activism documentary” which have uncompromisable
standards such as* Record of truth”, “ Solidarity for enlightening”. <The 6
Days Struggle at the Myong-Dong Cathedral> reminds of the historical
tragedy thru the delicate description on the Democracy resistance of June
in 1987. <Yong-San> is about the confession of director who filmed

am

H=2 | 312 57 CiRMEfR] Ysiet BIFF0| 61

97




documentary of yongsan accident. <Cyclica Night> recalls modern
history and dominant democratic events of Korea.

Korean Independent Documentary Film, Korean Democracy,
June Democracy Movement, Activism Documentary Film
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