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Being as a Social Movement

The Process of Deinstitutionalization and Independent-living for People

with Developmental Disabilities

Jung, Jin-Young

Seoul National University, Master’s course

This paper examines how people with developmental disabilities become the
actors of social movements in the process of deinstitutionalization and local
community settlement based on fieldwork and in-depth interviews conducted at
the Nodeul Night School for the Disabled from October 2018 to June 2020, The
findings are as follows, First, when people with developmental disabilities move
out from institutions to live in local communities, they become newly aware of
the problem of social responsibility. The bodies that have never experienced life
outside of the institution and have embodied passivity come face-to-face with
the structural violence of residential policies and exclusion from the local
community, Second, the difficulties in receiving personal assistance service
(PAS) lead to questions about welfare provision based on an imposed
categorization of disabilities and the concept of self-determination founded
upon rationality, Third, as activists and disabled people forge a relationship, the
latter become positioned in the borderland between adults and infants, which
questions existing relationship-building norms. Furthermore, the relationship
itself manifests new performativity that allows others who embody the fissures

to become ‘new borderlands,” In this way, the bodies of developmentally
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disabled people create cracks in the existing society and perform social
movements through their being.

B Keywords: People with Developmental Disabilities, Social Movement, Actor,

Deinstitutionalization, Borderland
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