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Abstract

Female Witnesses in Dictatorship

{Occident) , {4 Months, 3 Weeks.., and 2 Days) , and (Beyond Hills)
directed by Christian Mungiu

Park, Soyeon _Hanyang University
Jeong, Tae S00 _Hanyang University

This paper examines characteristics of Romanian movies, directed by
Christian Mungiu, who is one of the New Wave directors after the
dictatorship was broken. In the late-middle of the 1950s, Romania moved
independently from Soviet communism, and dictatorship of Nicolae
Ceausescu started in 1965. Since then, affect of the dictatorship which
lasted for about 25 years permeated gregtly on politics, economy, society
and culture. Especially, under the dictatorship, film waslikely to be atool
for national ideology, so it could be easily cencsored.

After the collapse of Nicolae Ceausescu regime, a group of directors
who shared new tendency and vision appeared and they were called as
New Wave including Christian Mungiu. He has uniqueness in that he
criticized Romanian past through otherized women'’s perspective in three
ways. First, Christian Mungiu revealed the violence and repression of
dictatorship power by showing how women’s bodies were violated and
oppressed. Second, he portrayed two women who established not merely
common relationship but female solidarity which created the positive
possibility between women. Lastly, as a subject of witnessing the past,
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there was a moment that women’s perspective subverted the realism
which pervaded in his films and this makes the audience demand
historical awareness.

Romanian Ceausescu Regime, Chistian Mungiu, Women,
Dictatorship Power, Witnessing the Past
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