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The Arrest and Confinement of Gwangju Citizens
by the Military Authority during the May 18th
Democratic Movement and Its Effect

Kim, Hyungju

The May 18 Institute at Chonnam National University

This study aims to reveal how citizens were arrested and confined during the
May 18th Uprising and understand the effects of such arrest and confinement in
the local context. Specifically, the experiences of citizens who were arrested and
confined from May 18th to 26th and the actions and language of the martial law
force inflicted at this time were analyzed to identify the factors, methods, and
effects of the arrest and confinement. Based on the analysis, the following
information was obtained. The citizens were indiscriminately arrested by martial
law forces, regardless of whether they actually participated in the
demonstration, were just passed through the site, or just watching. At a place
close to where they were first arrested, they were forced to kneel and wait with
their clothes stripped off and their heads bent to the ground. Then, they were
loaded onto military trucks, riot-police buses, police task force minibuses,
prisoner escort vans, etc, and taken to various sites for detention, such as the
Gwangju Police Station, Western Police Station, Gwangsan Police Station, Air
Force Military Police, Chosun University, Chonnam National University, 31st
Infantry Division, Gwangju Prison, and the Sangmudae military training facility.
At the detention site, the citizens were investigated and classified into A, B, C,
and D grades to be released or confined. In this process, the martial law forces

inflicted ruthless violence on the citizens, a behavior caused by the idea instilled
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in soldiers to annihilate enemies for victory, the military culture that takes pride
in being the strongest, the government's orders to suppress the riots, and the
experiences of tension, fear, anger, and exhaustion from their engagement with
the protesters, etc. The arrest and confinement during the May 18th Uprising,
instilled fear not only in those who were arrested and taken into detention place
but also among citizens in general and frontline officials, which forced their
obedience, Also, the frontline administrative agencies became collectively
mobilized and organically involved in arrest and confinement, influencing local

administrative agencies to cooperate with the military authority.

B Keywords: May 18th Uprising, Military Authority, Martial Law Force, Arrest,
Confinement
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